This issue, Number 1 of Volume 84, marks an important milestone for Biology of Reproduction (BOR): it is the first issue published without an obligatory, concurrent print version. Going ''printless'' fulfills a recommendation made in 2007 by the Board of Directors of the Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR), which publishes this Journal. This step is the logical outcome of a series of decisions made by the Board of Directors over the past fifteen years. First was the decision to launch an electronic version of the Journal that was, essentially, a faithful replicate of the printed copy-except that search tools and hypertext links to references were incorporated in the digital Journal. Within several years, enhancements to the online Journal (e.g., BOR-Papersin-Press, supplemental data, movie clips, three-dimensional figures, RSS feeds, etc.) surpassed the offerings available in the print Journal. Biology of Reproduction was no longer a single publication produced in two formats; the electronic Journal was substantially more robust, with content that could not be displayed or contained on the familiar printed page. The online Journal had become the version of record.
The decision to abandon print is logical because university libraries do not have space or budgets for more paper, as we learned from librarians at publishers' meetings. Further, the majority of our readership accesses BOR through the internet. Indeed, the future appears to belong to the rapidly evolving e-reader device (iPad, Kindle, Android, etc.). For those who still wish a paper version, there will be print-on-demand.
The move to an all-electronic journal engenders a number of changes that are favorable to authors and readers. For the former, there are no charges for publishing color figures, and no page charges for those authors who are Regular members of SSR. For the latter, an electronic journal will provide enhancements, such as addition of information to the table of contents and inclusion of biographical sketches of authors of minireviews. Perhaps more significantly, we expect that this change will reduce the interval from acceptance to publication of the final version of the manuscript.
This major change in the medium of delivery of the Journal from ink to electrons will have no effect on editorial policies. Since the onset of our editorship one and a half years ago, the major criterion for publication of a manuscript in BOR has been solid science that advances our understanding of some reproductive process. We promise that manuscripts will receive fair, if rigorous, reviews and that we will meet the highest standards of ethics in all editorial transactions. We have set no upper or lower limits on the proportion of submitted manuscripts to be judged acceptable, and the rates of acceptance have been rock steady over the first three volumes published during our editorship.
We have made some changes in content over the last year. Most significantly, we have added commentaries, beginning with Volume 82. Commentaries are commissioned by the Editors to highlight manuscripts that the Associate Editors, or the reviewers, have flagged as particularly innovative and interesting. They are designed to explain the nature of advances made by these exciting articles. To date, each issue of Volume 82 has contained a single commentary. Our goal is to commission and publish as many commentaries per issue as the content warrants; we expect that this will average two. Therefore we are emphasizing identification of articles worthy of commentary to the Associate Editors and to the reviewers.
In addition to commentaries, occasional editorials have been published with opinions on current events in science and reproductive biology. An example is the interesting editorial highlighting the 50th anniversary of oral contraceptives, contributed by John McCracken, was published in the October 2010 issue. We expect to increase the frequency of these over the next year, and welcome ideas and guest editorials on topics judged to be of interest to the readership, such as science policy, funding issues, the impact of new technology, etc.
Another change to BOR over the last three volumes has been the increased number of minireviews. We have a goal of two per issue, and to meet this objective, we have asked each Associate Editor to identify and invite two minireviews per year. This policy has resulted in a high-quality minireview in each issue since we have taken over as Editors-in-Chief. We need to maintain our pipeline of proposed reviews and to ensure that these continue to be relevant, informative, and novel minireviews. We will greatly appreciate receiving suggestions from readers and potential authors. We hope that this will aid in attracting authors.
A section of the journal under the rubric of ''The World of Reproductive Biology'' is in the planning stages. This initiative is intended to provide our readership with monthly updates on important papers in other journals and exciting news from symposia and congresses. We hope that this section will be online later this year.
We are not yet halfway through our four-year editorial mandate. Nonetheless, we believe that Biology of Reproduction is on a trajectory of steady evolution and improvement. The success of BOR depends on the quality of its content, and publication of a high-quality journal depends on many people. First, the success of the journal can be attributed in part to our reviewers, the volunteers who provide thoughtful and constructive evaluations of manuscripts. To this can be added the extensive efforts of our Associate Editors, who have labored long to ensure thorough and equitable review of manuscripts, and fair and well-justified recommendations. The support provided by the Editorial Office is an essential component of the success of the journal; the office staff gives us rapid turnaround time from submission to decision, ensures confidentiality, plans and develops the issues, and solves problems in the multiple interactions among authors, reviewers, and editors. However, the most important credit goes to the authors, who have chosen to publish their best science in Biology of Reproduction. The future of the Journal depends on you.
-Bernard Robaire and Bruce Murphy, Editors-in-Chief
